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                                               photos taken by me as a child 
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                                                                                                              not THAT snake, but A snake 
 
     Our relationship with the natural world is complicated and under scrutiny as we make 
irrevocable changes to the earth. We enter the woods to get lost, and to find ourselves. 
We walk there to find thrills, peace, inspiration; to hear ourselves think, to be surprised, 
to make profit. Our childish fears may have changed from bears, monsters and getting 
lost, replaced by adult fears (bears, unsavory humans, getting lost). The woods may 
frighten us or be a place of comfort, but it is rarely a neutral experience. When we lose 
access to these spaces, it affects our ability to find our place in the natural order. Loss of 
wild natural habitats not only impacts the health of the earth, its flora and fauna and our 
physical bodies; we suffer a collective spiritual loss. My work is concerned with the 
natural world as a place that fires our imagination, and our imagination is exactly what 
lies at the root of our abilities to survive, to invent and to problem solve.  



































					Images.	Further	alteration	and	negotiation	is	required	if	one	is	given	access	to	only	the	images	of	the	original	objects.	While	one	loses	the	tactile	input,	this	does	place	the	creatures	and	their	world	squarely	in	the	viewer’s	imagination,	while	subtly	playing	with	notions	of	veracity	and	indexicality	inherent	in	the	photographic	medium.	In	some	cases,	the	images	may	become	more	powerful	as	a	result	of	their	meta-representational	nature.							There	is	a	different	type	of	seduction	to	images	than	the	charismatic	pull	of	the	three-dimensional	object	begging	to	be	touched.	Without	other	context,	without	environmental	cues,	a	viewer	of	photographs	can	rarely	resist	completing	the	narrative	that	exists	outside	the	frame.	There	are	times	when	the	photographic	images	I	make	are	clearly	illustrative,	drawn	from	a	story	or	even	from	an	amalgam	of	several	stories.	Others	work	best	without	access	to	the	written	explanations,	thereby	insisting	on	narrative	participation	by	the	viewer.	I	have	personal	preferences	for	some	images	as	photographs	and	others	as	illustrations,	both	applications	being	valid	as	expressions	of	the	conceptual	core	of	the	work.							Finally,	there	is	the	written	word	version	of	the	fairy	tale	stories	themselves.	Writing	these	tales	has	become	part	of	my	studio	practice.	Sometimes	the	stories	inspire	the	visual	work,	and	sometimes	vice	versa.	These	are	much	more	explicit,	choosing	particular	narrative	threads	from	among	the	myriad	possible.	In	one	sense,	this	limits	the	meaning	of	the	work	to	what	is	told	in	the	tale.	However,	it	also	offers	an	opportunity	to	make	connections	to	and	comparisons	between	older	stories	and	these	retellings,	meant	in	some	ways	to	challenge	the	ways	in	which	those	established	tales	tell	us	to	behave,	think,	and	believe.							With my own roots being in the Appalachian Mountains, the stories of deserts and 
their magic are not mine to tell. Tales From the Fells finds geographically compatible 
company in fairy tales and myths from the western European forests, those written and 
recorded by Hans Christian Anderson and Charles Perrault, and the Teutonic fairy tales 
of the Brothers Grimm. The stories I have written are intended to challenge the canon 
while retaining a deep fondness for the form. While I hope these stories can be 
appreciated by readers of diverse ages, I am very interested in the current analysis and 
spirit of change in children’s literature. Maria Tatar, Harvard professor and perhaps the 





     Consumption of fairy tales (more legitimately called “wonder tales”11) has seen an 
exponential rise in the past decade. Fantasy writers like Neil Gaiman top the bestseller 
lists with fairy tales aimed at both children and adults, and old fairy tale themes are being 
told or reexamined in many popular television series and movies. Video games with 
fantasy themes are ubiquitous and millions of people spend hours a day immersed in 
these worlds. It prompts a question about why we seem to need fairy tales at this 
particular time, and I believe it represents something more than a diversion.  
     In a New Statesman article published this year appropriately titled, “ Why We Need 
Fairy Tales Now More Than Ever”, Rowan Williams states, “Our	environment,	the	fairy	tale	says,	is	unpredictably	hostile	and	destructive;	it	is	also	unpredictably	full	of	resource.”12	We	are	not	seeking	an	arbitrary	happy	ending,	or	an	escape;	we	are	looking	for	hope.	As	Neil	Gaiman,	paraphrasing	G.K.	Chesterton	as	written,	“Fairy	tales	are	more	than	true:	not	because	they	tell	us	that	dragons	exist,	but	because	they	tell	us	that	dragons	can	be	beaten.”13	
 
     	It	is	no	accident	that	I	am	making	this	work	at	this	point	in	our	cultural	history.	At	times	it	seems	that	everything	is	in	critical	movement.	The	arenas	in	which	I	function	are	in	rapid	transformation:	our	relationship	to	the	natural	world,	the	retelling	and	altering	of	old	tales	to	reflect	current	shifts	in	cultural	paradigms,	even	the	nature	of	photography	itself	are	all	in	flux.	 					Through	the	process	of	working	I	can	explore	and	comment	on	these	changes.	Through	the	action	of	observing	and	engaging,	viewers	are	given	a	chance	to	connect	to	feelings	and	ideas	related	to	these	spheres	of	discourse.																																																																		WORKS	CITED																																																									11	Marina	Warner,	Wonder	Tales.	(New	York:	Farrar,	Strauss	and	Giroux,	1994.)	p.	3	12	Rowan	Williams,	http://www.newstatesman.com/culture/2014/12/rowan-williams-why-we-need-fairy-tales-now-more-ever?utm_content=buffera95b7&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer	13	Neil	Gaiman,	Coraline	(New	York:	Harper	Collins	Publishing	Company,	2002)	p.2	
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Stephen	T.	Asma,	On	Monsters:	An	Unnatural	History	of	Our	Worst	Fears.	(Oxford,	New	York:	Oxford	University	Press,	2009.)	p.	6,	13-14.				Roland	Barthes,	Mythologies.	(New	York:	Hill	and	Wang,	1999,	originally	published	1972)	p.	112.		James	Elkins,	Two	Ways	of	Looking	At	Ceramics.	www.jameselkins.com	and	academia.edu.		Last	revised	April	2013.		Neil	Gaiman,	Coraline	(New	York:	Harper	Collins	Publishing	Company,	2002)	p.2.		Jonathan	Gottschall,	The	Storytelling	Animal:	How	Stories	Make	Us	Human.	(New	York:	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company,	2012)	Kindle	edition	loc.	58-59.		John	Muir,	First	Summer	in	Sierra	(originally	John	Muir,	1911,	then	Boston	and	New	York:	Houghton	Mifflin	&	Co.,	1916)	p.104		Rebecca	Solnit,	The	Faraway	Nearby.	(New	York:	Penguin	Group,	2013)	p.	3.		Piers	Vittebsky,	The	Shaman.	(Boston,	New	York,	Toronto,	London:	Little,	Brown	and	Company,	1995.	P.18-19.		Marina	Warner,	Six	Myths	of	Our	Time:	Little	Angels.	Little	Monsters,	Beautiful	Beasts	
and	More.	(New	York:	Vintage	Books,	1994.)	p.	xvii		Marina	Warner,	Wonder	Tales.	(New	York:	Farrar,	Strauss	and	Giroux,	1994.)	p.			Rowan	Williams,	http://www.newstatesman.com/culture/2014/12/rowan-williams-why-we-need-fairy-tales-now-more-ever?utm_content=buffera95b7&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer				
Appendix	1:	Two	Original	fairy	tales			
The	Four	Ghostly	Tasks								Ivy	Noelle	was	born	six	days	before	Christmas.	Everyone	said	that	she	was	the	most	beautiful	baby	they	had	ever	seen.	Even	the	midwife,	who	had	delivered	many	babies,	(and	who	confessed	that	most	could	not	truly	be	described	as	beautiful)	said	that	she	was	the	loveliest	infant	in	her	long	career.	The	child	lay	next	to	her	mother	in	the	sunshine	and	was	loved	by	all.	Time	passed,	and	she	grew	into	a	feral,	wild	little	thing.	Her	hair	was	long	and	dreadlocked,	and	she	was	always	barefoot.	She	laughed	like	other	people	breathe,	naturally	and	without	thought.	Her	mother,	who	
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cared	little	what	others	might	think,	accepted	her	ways	and	encouraged	her	to	be	the	free	spirit	she	was.	She	never	knew	a	bad	day,	rainy	or	sunny.	She	called	her	mother	“honey”.									Ivy	loved	her	older	brother	intensely,	and	nothing	pleased	her	more	than	to	make	him	laugh.	He	was	quiet	and	serious	by	nature,	and	often	found	himself	rescuing	small	creatures	and	insects	in	danger	of	being	trampled	by	her	dancing	feet.	She	invented	stories	and	ran	wild	with	the	boys	next	door.	They	dressed	as	monsters	and	animals,	kings	and	queens.	They	built	forts	in	the	woods,	sucked	the	honey	out	of	honeysuckle	blossoms,	fed	chickens,	and	ate	with	their	fingers.	As	she	got	a	bit	older,	she	spoke	and	wrote	in	made	up	languages,	inventing	alphabets	written	in	shaky	letters	that	looked	as	though	they	were	alive.	Ivy	Noelle	was	exactly	who	she	was,	which	was	just	fine	with	everyone.							One	day,	when	the	sky	was	cloudless	and	blue,	a	bomb	fell.	It	killed	many	people	including	all	of	Ivy	Noelle’s	family.	She	alone	survived.	The	land	came	under	the	rule	of	cruel	men	who	left	a	trail	of	destruction	in	their	wake.	She	was	sent	to	live	with	distant	cousins	and	could	not	understand	what	had	happened.	Grief	made	her	unruly	and	reckless,	and	at	times,	full	of	rage.	These	relatives	had	no	time	for	her	wild	ways.	They	made	her	live	outside	in	a	shed	and	do	all	the	chores.	Always	a	small	girl,	she	was	very	much	unsuited	to	these	tasks.	Her	clothes	were	worn	to	rags	and	she	was	hungry	and	cold	in	winter;	but	though	the	dogs	were	allowed	indoors	to	sit	by	the	fire,	she	was	never	invited.	In	summer,	she	longed	for	cool	water	in	which	to	bathe,	or	shade	to	rest	in	for	just	a	minute,	but	these	things	were	never	allowed.	She	was	not	looked	after	in	any	way.	She	battled	illness	after	illness	and	was	worked	to	the	bone.	Eventually	her	spirit	was	crushed	and	left	her	body,	an	invisible	wisp	in	the	cold	wind.							The	swallows	that	flitted	about	freely	nearby,	recognized	in	her	something	familiar,	and	using	their	beaks	and	fanning	the	air	with	their	long,	lovely,	tapered	wings,	they	guided	the	little	spirit	into	the	woods	where	it	drifted	through	the	trees	like	smoke.	Now	as	it	happened	in	that	forest	there	lived	a	shaman,	also	quite	an	untamed	creature,	and	in	the	habit	of	leaving	talismans	and	protective	items	in	the	woods	for	children	who	had	lost	their	way.		The	creature	became	aware	of	the	poor	little	floating	spirit	and	called	upon	the	moths	of	the	night	to	hover	around	the	soul	and	keep	it	from	settling	into	the	cold	ground.	There	were	so	many	moths,	the	beating	of	their	wings	made	the	spirit	quite	warm,	and	she	felt	their	soft,	fluttering,	velvety	touches	around	the	edges	of	what	can	only	be	called	her	vaporous	body.	On	the	shaman’s	orders,	they	guided	the	little	ghost	to	a	place	where	the	nectar	of	the	many	flowers	that	grew	there	evaporated	into	the	air,	and	this	was	like	food	for	the	exhausted	soul.	After	a	few	days,	during	which	time	many	of	the	woodland	creatures	offered	what	service	they	could,	the	little	ghost	began	to	be	visible,	less	transparent,	more	like	a	cloud	than	a	zephyr	or	wisp.	It	was	then	that	the	shaman	spoke	to	her	for	the	first	time.							“Little	ghost,	it	is	within	my	power	to	help	you	regain	your	human	form,	but	it	is	impossible	to	do	this	without	your	assistance,	and	much	of	the	work	you	must	undertake	yourself.	If	you	will	help	me	for	a	time,	I	promise	that	you	will	regain	your	corporeal	form	and	the	strength	to	leave	this	wood.		
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					I	need	to	make	a	hat	of	protection	with	leaves	of	the	oak,	but	not	just	any	oak,	nor	just	any	leaves.	I	require	leaves	of	bright	red,	deeply	lobed	with	exactly	seven	points.	Please	fill	this	hollow	stump	with	as	many	as	you	can	gather.”	At	first	the	little	ghost	was	quite	daunted---after	all,	how	is	one	to	gather	anything	without	hands?	But	thinking	hard,	she	concentrated	on	leaning	into	the	wind	while	focusing	what	air	she	could	gather	into	small	puffs,	and	before	you	know	it	she	was	“gusting”.	She	propelled	herself	with	breath	through	the	air	and	found	that	with	practice,	she	could	rustle	the	dry	leaves	on	the	forest	floor.	From	there,	it	was	not	so	difficult	to	imagine	sorting	the	leaves	and	directing	them	to	the	hollow	stump	with	this	billowing	motion.	When	the	moths	and	the	birds	saw	what	she	was	trying	to	do,	they	pitched	in	to	help,	and	after	several	days	and	a	good	deal	of	exertion,	the	task	was	accomplished.						The	creature	was	pleased	to	see	that	the	tiny	ghost	did	not	give	up,	but	persevered	and	prevailed.	“Thank	you,	small	spirit!	This	is	a	job	well	done.	Next,	I	need	to	make	a	pair	of	wings,	large	enough	for	myself	to	wear	(the	creature	was	about	seven	feet	tall),	and	for	this,	you	will	need	to	bring	me	quite	a	number	of	small	wings.	These	may	only	come	from	moths	and	butterflies	that	have	died	when	it	was	their	natural	time.	It	is	not	difficult	to	find	some.	Please	take	care	that	they	are	not	damaged.”							So	off	the	little	ghost	went,	and	found	that	she	was	now	capable	of	moving	quite	swiftly,	flying	rather	than	drifting.	The	same	moths	who	had	so	selflessly	helped	her	before	came	to	her	aid	once	more	and	showed	her	where	to	find	their	burial	place,	where	many	of	their	kind	went	to	die	as	they	felt	the	end	coming.	The	ground	was	littered	with	their	feathery	wings,	in	velvety	browns	and	tawny	golds,	some	silver	and	marked	with	spots	that	resembled	eyes,	arrows,	or	night	skies.	The	wings	were	indeed	very	fragile	and	she	had	to	take	great	care.	It	was	not	possible	to	float	many	along	at	once,	so	the	task	required	many	trips	back	and	forth.	The	exertion	put	some	color	into	the	little	ghost’s---	well,	cheeks	can’t	really	be	quite	right---into	the	ghostly	cloud	that	now	looked	much	more	like	cotton	candy.	She	was	beginning	to	change	shape,	with	a	hint	of	limbs	and	head	starting	to	form.	The	creature	accepted	the	wings	and	when	all	were	assembled	into	a	larger	pair,	they	were	very	breathtaking	indeed.						Now,	the	shaman	spent	some	time	teaching	the	little	ghost	about	the	special	magical	plants	that	grew	in	the	woods,	and	she	trailed	along	observing	much	and	learning	a	great	deal.	Often	distracted	by	small	animals	at	play,	she	would	join	them,	and	so	made	many	forest	friends.	The	creature	next	set	the	ghost	the	task	of	gathering	certain	fungi	for	a	potion.	At	first,	the	ghost	had	no	idea	how	to	do	this,	and	time	passed	without	any	progress.	The	ghost	hadn’t	the	strength	to	pull	them	from	the	ground	or	cut	them	from	the	logs	on	which	they	grew.	At	one	point	the	little	soul	cried	in	frustration,	attracting	the	attention	of	some	nearby	chipmunks	and	squirrels.	One	of	the	tiniest	chipmunks	had	an	idea.	“Lead	us	to	the	plants	you	seek,	then	I	will	cut	them	at	the	base	from	the	ground	with	my	sharp	teeth	and	Squirrel	here	will	help	me	to	carry	them	back	in	his	cheeks.	As	long	as	Squirrel	doesn’t	swallow	them,	even	the	poisonous	ones	shouldn’t	hurt	him.”		The	ghost	protested	that	this	was	too	great	a	favor	to	ask	of	Squirrel	and	was	far	too	risky.	Squirrel,	however,	felt	certain	that	he	could	transport	the	fungi	in	his	cheeks	as	he	
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often	did	with	nuts,	without	swallowing	them.	The	creature’s	list	was	long	and	included	many	different	kinds	of	fungi	and	mushrooms.	There	were	some	that	looked	like	flowers	dipped	in	red	and	orange,	big	flat	brown	ones	the	size	of	dinner	plates,	ruffled	varieties	in	yellow	and	green,	purple,	spotted,	squat	and	tall.	There	were	even	some	that	looked	much	like	ghost	herself	so	recently	did---	pale,	white,	and	fragile.	She	discovered	that	these	were	known	as	“corpse	flowers”.	The	little	ghost	had	learned	quite	a	bit	about	the	things	that	grew	in	the	forest	from	her	time	spent	with	the	shaman,	and	with	the	help	of	her	animal	friends,	this	task	too	was	completed,	and	the	little	ghost	was	feeling	quite	a	bit	more	solid	now.							The	creature	made	various	potions	with	these,	and	even	a	bit	of	soup	from	some	of	the	tastier	mushrooms.	Now	that	the	little	ghost	was	becoming	somewhat	more	than	a	ghost,	but	not	yet	a	person,	she	also	needed	some	more	solid	food	and	nothing	in	the	world	ever	tasted	better	than	that	soup,	not	before	or	since.	The	creature	knew	that	it	would	help	give	her	strength	and	she	would	need	it	for	one	last	task.	“In	the	forest,	there	is	a	magical	animal.	It	looks	like	a	deer	but	is	very	small,	smaller	even	than	a	cat,	and	of	a	light	golden	color,	like	the	leaves	of	the	gingko	tree.	I	want	you	to	find	this	animal	and	to	protect	it	at	all	costs,	as	I	sense	a	danger	coming	and	no	harm	must	come	to	it.”		Feeling	quite	fortified	by	the	soup	and	all	the	recent	accomplishments,	the	ghost	went	off	in	search	of	her	charge.							A	creature	that	small	is	naturally	quite	shy,	and	for	some	days	there	was	no	sign	of	it.	The	ghost	slowly	glided	through	the	woods,	along	stream	banks	and	through	areas	dense	and	dark,	and	on	to	places	where	the	trees	thinned	out	enough	to	let	some	grasses	grow	and	rays	of	sunlight	stripe	the	air.	The	diminutive	specter	spent	some	time	wafting	in	and	out	of	the	beams	of	light,	because	it	tickled	a	little	and	made	her	feel	happy.	She	was	not	yet	so	solid	as	to	lose	her	buoyancy,	and	most	objects	still	passed	through	her.	Suddenly,	she	had	a	sense	of	something	glittering	just	off	to	her	left,	and	she	heard	a	faint	rustling.	She	quickly	ducked	behind	a	tree	and	peeked	out	to	see	what	it	might	be.	There,	prancing	and	playing	in	the	sunlight,	was	the	very	creature	she	sought!	It	was	the	tiny	deer,	with	oversized	and	pointed	ears	like	a	fennec	fox	and	miniature	sparkling	antlers.	The	little	ghost	was	captivated	by	it,	and	even	had	the	shaman	not	assigned	to	her	the	task	of	protecting	it,	she	would	let	no	harm	come	to	it.	Soon	the	two	were	dancing	through	the	brilliant	banners	of	light	together,	their	laughter	tinkling	through	the	forest	like	bells.						That	night	they	found	a	cave	formed	in	the	trunk	of	a	huge	tree	with	great	mossy	“toes”,	lined	inside	with	a	soft	emerald	carpet.	The	little	animal	hopped	in,	turned	a	circle	and	covering	its	nose	with	its	tail	was	immediately	asleep.	The	ghost	swirled	around,	drifting	down	around	it	like	a	blanket,	and	there	they	slept	through	the	night.	The	next	day,	and	for	many	days	after	that,	the	two	were	inseparable	friends.	Together	they	explored	the	woods,	which	seemed	to	go	on	forever,	and	every	day	there	was	some	marvel	to	see	and	something	new	to	learn.	Once,	they	came	to	a	place	where	the	earth	was	full	of	mica	and	the	ground	sparkled	like	diamonds.	They	discovered	that	thin	sheets	of	the	mica	made	beautiful	windows	for	their	hideout	in	the	hollow	tree,	as	lovely	as	stained	glass	in	a	cathedral.	They	collected	small	treasures	with	the	help	of	their	friends,	the	chipmunk	and	squirrel,	and	organized	them	according	to	their	beauty	or	usefulness.	The	ghost	had	learned	much	from	the	strange	shaman,	including	how	to	do	some	small	bits	of	magic	using	these	talismans.		
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					All	was	well	and	peaceful,	and	the	little	ghost	was	content,	thinking	little	about	returning	to	the	world.	However,	as	time	passed,	bits	and	pieces	of	her	previous	life	began	to	surface,	until	one	day	she	suddenly	recalled	all	she	had	lost	and	fell	down	grief	stricken.	She	cried	hot	and	countless	tears	for	many	days,	feeling	that	her	heart	was	breaking,	unable	to	believe	that	her	family	was	truly	gone;	in	fact,	she	herself	was	gone.	She	pictured	them	in	her	mind	to	fix	their	images,	so	as	not	to	lose	them	ever	again.	Her	forest	friends	ached	for	her,	but	knew	that	there	was	little	they	could	do	but	be	there	for	her	while	she	was	in	pain.	The	tiny	deer	never	left	her	side,	but	nuzzled	her	and	licked	her	hands	and	face.	Finally,	spent	of	her	tears,	the	little	ghost	built	a	memorial	there	in	the	woods.	Using	some	of	the	best	of	her	collected	artifacts,	she	created	a	space	to	remember	and	to	celebrate	those	she	had	loved.	Though	she	missed	her	mother	horribly	and	wished	so	much	that	she	were	there	to	guide	and	help	her,	she	also	was	sure	that	her	mother	would	want	her	to	move	on	and	to	live	fully.	Thinking	of	her	brother,	she	silently	promised	him	to	be	careful	not	to	step	on	the	smallest	creatures	of	the	forest,	and	to	think	of	insects	more	fondly,	as	he	would	have	liked.	She	observed	how	the	dead	trees	in	the	woods	nurtured	many	living	things.	She	saw	how	the	patterns	of	nature	were	repeated	inside	and	outside	of	the	plants	and	animals	there,	and	it	became	possible	to	consider	that	when	one	thing	died,	its	particles	and	atoms	were	released	to	become	other	things.	Gradually,	she	was	able	once	more	to	find	the	joy	in	each	day.							Time	passed,	and	the	small	spirit	had	almost	forgotten	about	the	last	task	she	had	been	given.	Yet	danger	has	a	way	of	making	sudden	and	unforeseen	appearances,	and	indeed	it	found	its	way	back	to	our	heroine	and	her	tiny	companion.						On	a	particularly	lovely	day	in	spring,	the	pair	was	walking	along	a	new	path,	and	they	were	delighted	to	find	that	it	wound	through	stands	of	orchids	known	as	lady’s	slippers.	These	were	the	most	delicate	pink	with	puffy	lips	like	purses	and	a	pair	of	trailing	and	twisting	petals.	They	glowed	against	the	dark	backdrop	of	the	woods,	the	only	color	in	the	landscape	other	than	some	splattered,	pale	green	lichens.	All	was	quiet,	when	the	little	animal	suddenly	raised	its	head	in	alarm,	sniffing	the	air,	and	a	sound	of	barking	dogs	came	distantly	through	the	woods.	This	was	followed	by	sounds	of	something	large	crashing	through	the	trees	---hunters!	There	had	never	been	hunters	in	these	woods	before	and	they	hardly	knew	what	to	do.	The	pair	began	to	run	towards	their	tree	shelter,	the	tiny	deer	bounding	and	leaping,	zigzagging	in	its	fear,	and	the	little	ghost	flying	as	fast	as	she	could.	She	wanted	to	pick	up	the	animal	so	that	they	could	move	faster	but	was	still	without	the	means	to	do	so.	In	their	panic,	they	lost	their	way	and	the	hunters	were	growing	very	close.	They	found	themselves	backed	up	against	a	rock	wall	and	turning	to	look	for	another	route,	they	faced	a	group	of	men	on	horses	and	their	snarling	dogs.							As	it	happened,	these	men	were	from	the	armies	that	had	dropped	the	bombs	that	killed	the	little	ghost’s	family,	though	she	had	no	way	of	knowing	that.	Since	their	arrival	in	that	land,	they	had	ravaged	the	green	countryside	and	in	their	greed	had	emptied	many	forests	and	lakes	of	their	fish	and	fauna.	They	were	laughing	and	talking	about	the	rewards	they	might	expect	for	bringing	down	such	a	rare	creature	with	what	appeared	to	be	valuable	horns.	They	thought	nothing	about	the	ghost,	as	she	was	barely	visible.	Terrified,	but	knowing	that	this	was	her	mission	and	task,	she	followed	her	instinct	and	flew	between	the	men	and	the	frightened	animal.	In	that	
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moment,	her	love	and	sacrifice	returned	her	to	human	form	just	as	the	men	released	a	volley	of	arrows	that	found	their	way	straight	towards	her,	piercing	her	body,	protecting	the	animal	from	harm.							For	a	second,	there	was	stunned	silence,	as	even	those	wicked	and	thoughtless	men	had	not	expected	to	find	they	had	murdered	a	girl	instead	of	hunting	their	quarry.	I	suppose	she	should	have	died	for	a	second	time	at	that	moment,	but	instead	Ivy	Noelle	rose	up,	lifted	high	in	the	air	on	the	very	magnificent	wings	she	had	helped	to	create;	a	spirit,	a	human	girl,	both	at	once.	She	turned	in	anger	toward	the	men,	eyes	flashing,	but	her	first	concern	was	to	comfort	the	tiny	deer,	so	she	bent	down	and	picked	up	the	trembling	creature.	When	she	stood	up	and	looked	back,	the	men	had	fled,	terrified	that	they	had	seen	a	ghost	or	an	avenging	angel,	and	were	never	seen	in	those	parts	again.							Ivy	Noelle	carried	her	tiny	friend	back	to	their	tree	home,	with	its	silvery	windows	and	mossy	carpet,	and	she	prepared	some	broth	to	calm	the	creature	and	for	her	own	dinner,	as	she	felt	quite	hungry!	Somewhere	in	the	woods,	the	shaman	was	nodding	his	head,	knowing	that	his	trust	in	the	fortitude	of	that	tiny	soul	had	not	been	misplaced.	Here	the	thread	of	the	story	has	been	lost.	I	do	not	know	if	she	returned	to	the	world	after	this.	Some	say	that	she	did,	that	she	married	and	had	children	of	her	own	and	walked	with	them	in	the	woods,	teaching	them	the	ways	of	the	natural	world	and	its	magic.	Others	say	she	never	left	the	woods,	but	joined	the	shaman	to	assist	with	the	work	of	helping	those	in	need,	the	tiny	deer	never	far	from	her	side.	Somehow,	I	imagine	that	life	in	the	forest	might	have	suited	her	best,	but	who	can	say?		
Vera	June	and	the	Magic	Teeth								Once	upon	a	time	there	were	two	sweet	children	named	Eldon	and	Vera	June.	They	were	not	orphans,	but	indeed,	they	might	have	been	better	off	if	they	had	been	for	their	parents	were	quite	awful.	The	father	was	a	huge	and	hairy	beast	of	a	man	who	would,	at	times,	sit	on	top	of	them	if	he	thought	that	they	might	be	feeling	joy	in	some	small	accomplishment.	Their	mother	was	small	and	sly,	a	sorceress	of	exotic	poisons	and	a	compulsive	teller	of	lies.	She	pretended	to	be	a	caring	mother	while	actually	keeping	them	sick	and	weak	by	feeding	them	her	evil	potions.	At	other	times,	she	would	feign	sickness	herself	and	demand	to	be	waited	on	hand	and	foot.	Sometimes	she	would	bury	them	alive	and	dig	them	up	later	just	for	fun.	Growing	up	in	this	house,	with	two	adults	who	toyed	with	them	like	cats	do	their	prey,	was	all	they	had	ever	known.	Vera	June	sometimes	yearned	for	warmth	and	kisses	and	someone	to	hold	them	and	keep	them	from	harm.	Instead,	she	and	her	brother	lived	in	fear	and	darkness,	day	after	day.	In	spite	of	this	cruel	treatment,	they	were	as	thoughtful	and	good	as	two	children	could	ever	be.					As	time	went	on,	Eldon	became	very	quiet,	and	every	night	Vera	June	dreamed	that	her	teeth	had	fallen	out	or	were	broken	or	stolen.						As	Eldon	grew	thinner	and	weaker	Vera	June	became	afraid	that	he	might	die.	Each	passing	day	found	him	closer	to	death.	Vera	June	could	see	the	bones	under	his	skin	and	he	slept	most	of	the	time.	His	sister	made	up	her	mind	to	save	him,	but	she	
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did	not	know	how.	One	night	she	dreamed	of	a	green	forest.	Many	times	Vera	June	had	thought	of	escaping,	but	until	the	dream	vision	of	the	woods,	she	had	no	idea	where	to	look	for	help.	When	dawn	came	and	the	parents	still	slept,	she	half	carried	her	brother	and	they	escaped	into	the	woods.							They	entered	an	ancient	forest	that	felt	both	friendly	and	strange	and	quickly	became	lost.	The	pair	walked	deeper	into	the	woods,	hungry	and	alone,	and	Vera	June	was	sure	they	had	crossed	their	own	path	more	than	once.	Only	songbirds	and	the	rustling	of	creatures	in	the	shadows	broke	the	silence.	Eldon	became	too	weak	to	go	on	and	Vera	June	made	a	bed	for	him	out	of	soft	mosses	and	told	him	to	rest.	She	wandered,	though	not	too	far	for	fear	of	not	finding	her	way	back,	looking	for	berries	or	roots	that	they	might	eat	and	making	a	cup	out	of	bark	to	bring	back	water	from	a	nearby	stream.	Vera	June	tried	to	feel	hopeful	but	as	the	light	faded	it	became	hard	to	tell	one	green	thing	from	another	and	she	sat	for	a	moment,	fighting	back	tears.						Suddenly,	Vera	June	had	a	feeling	of	being	watched,	and	when	she	looked	up	she	saw	a	tall,	spindly	figure,	green	as	leaves,	with	eyes	as	big	as	teacups.	Her	heart	nearly	stopped,	for	the	creature	was	easily	eight	feet	tall	and	carried	a	quiver	of	arrows	with	bow	loaded	and	ready.	The	creature	stood	right	in	front	of	her	on	the	path,	looking	down	upon	her	from	its	great	height.	She	was	very	afraid,	but	the	creature	merely	gazed	into	her	eyes	in	a	serious	way,	as	though	seeing	inside	her.	Then	digging	in	the	claws	of	one	large,	mossy	foot,	it	set	off	at	a	brisk	pace,	making	a	sign	for	her	to	follow.	Fearfully,	she	allowed	herself	to	be	led	to	a	clearing.							In	the	center	of	the	space	was	a	huge	pile	of	teeth,	some	tiny	and	white,	and	others	large	and	yellowed.	A	second	creature,	somewhat	smaller	and	with	pointed	antlers	was	sorting	what	seemed	to	be	teeth	and	bones,	pods,	nuts,	and	acorns	into	neat	piles.	Odd	bones	covered	in	something	resembling	dandelion	fluff,	were	arranged	by	size	on	shelves	of	bark.	Though	they	were	frightening	to	look	at,	Vera	June	also	felt	very	much	like	she	wanted	to	touch	them.	The	light	in	that	place	was	beautiful,	like	sunshine	and	moonlight	mixed	together,	and	the	scent	of	pine	and	herbs	made	her	feel	sleepy	and	happy,	even	while	still	a	little	afraid.							Both	creatures	were	tall	and	thin	and	seemed	to	be	made	from	living	plants	and	moss,	and	Vera	June	could	not	have	said	if	they	were	plant	or	animal.	Their	large	claws	worried	her,	and	they	never	uttered	a	word,	though	she	seemed	to	hear	them	inside	her	head	as	plainly	as	though	they	had	spoken.	They	seemed	kindly,	offering	her	broth	and	filling	her	homemade	cup	with	water.	She	nodded	thanks	but	wanted	to	run	to	Eldon	right	away	with	this	food	and	drink.	She	tried	to	tell	the	creature	about	Eldon	in	her	own	language,	hoping	that	it	might	somehow	understand.		This	seemed	to	work	and	the	green	creature	followed	her	to	where	Eldon	lay	in	the	dim	light	in	his	bed	of	moss.	He	looked	so	ill	and	so	still,	that	terror	gripped	her	heart	until	she	saw	his	chest	rising	and	falling	just	a	little	in	his	sleep.	By	now,	Vera	June	believed	that	the	woodland	beings	meant	her	no	harm,	so	when	the	creature	scooped	up	Eldon	and	carried	him	off	she	followed,	this	time	more	hopeful	than	fearful.							After	the	children	had	eaten	their	fill,	the	creatures	held	them	close,	covering	them	with	quilts	made	of	strange	cloth	covered	in	mysterious	marks	and	drawings,	and	the	children	spent	the	night	in	the	magical	clearing.	Vera	June	half	awoke	at	one	
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point	and	thought	that	she	heard	frightening	sounds	as	if	a	violent	battle	raged	nearby,	but	when	she	woke	she	wasn’t	sure	and	decided	it	must	have	been	a	dream.	She	snuggled	closer	to	the	creature	and	drifted	back	to	sleep.					In	the	morning,	Vera	June	awoke	to	a	rhythmic	dry,	brittle	sound,	like	a	rattle	or	odd	scraping.	She	opened	her	eyes	and	saw	the	creature	dragging	its	long	claws	through	the	pile	of	teeth	as	though	looking	for	something	particular.	It	seemed	to	be	singing	very	quietly,	or	chanting	and	soon	it	approached	Vera	June	and	filled	her	pockets	with	some	of	the	teeth.	She	was	also	given	a	hat	covered	in	spikey	red	pods	for	Eldon.	The	creature	put	a	sort	of	vest	made	of	the	strange	fuzzy	bones	on	Eldon,	as	armor.	Vera	June	understood	that	they	must	return	to	their	home	and	that	these	items	would	keep	them	safe.	She	took	the	hand	of	the	monster	and	looked	into	those	eyes	the	size	of	dinner	plates,	and	silently	gave	thanks.	The	creature	hugged	her	close	for	a	moment,	and	then	the	children	were	on	their	way.						Kindness	gave	Vera	June	strength,	and	she	saw	the	forest	differently	since	meeting	the	creature.	She	helped	Eldon	as	they	walked	towards	their	home.	He	seemed	to	get	stronger	as	time	passed,	and	while	Vera	June	was	full	of	joy	to	see	his	health	returning,	she	grew	very	worried	about	what	might	await	them	upon	their	return.	At	one	point,	a	huge	wild	animal	came	crashing	through	the	trees,	planning	to	make	dinner	of	the	children.	In	a	panic,	Vera	June	threw	some	of	the	teeth	between	them	and	a	fence	of	bone	sprouted	from	the	ground,	like	giant	ribs,	surrounding	the	children	until	the	ferocious	animal	gave	up	and	went	away.							As	they	neared	their	house,	Vera	June	grew	more	and	more	afraid	and	her	heart	began	to	pound.	Suddenly,	the	mother	and	father	came	out	of	nowhere,	looking	murderous.	Their	father	ran	at	them,	his	breath	hot	and	trees	falling	down	as	he	pounded	the	ground,	his	heavy	footfalls	closing	the	distance	between	them	in	great	bounds.	The	small	and	sneaky	mother	made	as	if	to	welcome	them	home	with	loving	arms,	then	changed	into	a	shrieking	bird	with	a	sharp	beak	and	dove	at	them.	Eldon	was	still	too	weak	to	fight	and	Vera	June	felt	frozen	to	the	ground	with	fear.	Her	heart	was	as	loud	as	a	drum	and	beat	faster	and	faster,	while	her	ears	rang	like	sirens.	Still	she	could	not	move.	She	held	her	brother	tightly	to	her	and	thought	that	they	would	surely	die	when	suddenly	she	heard	a	roar,	and	just	as	suddenly	realized	it	was	coming	from	her	own	throat.	Her	mouth	was	full	of	many	pointed	teeth.	She	looked	down	and	saw	that	her	hands	suddenly	ended	in	long	furry	claws	like	those	of	the	creatures	in	the	woods.	She	roared	so	loud	that	windows	shattered,	and	she	slashed	and	tore	with	those	teeth	until	the	evil	parents	ran	away.								The	two	children	clung	to	each	other	in	the	sudden	quiet,	panting	and	expecting	at	any	moment	that	the	pair	would	return	and	attack	again	from	the	shadows,	but	they	never	did.	When	they	felt	sure	the	parents	were	gone,	Vera	June	sowed	the	teeth	into	the	ground	all	around	the	house,	and	as	before,	the	fence	of	bones	appeared	to	protect	them.	She	cleaned	the	house	with	birch	twigs	and	burnt	herbs	to	rid	it	of	any	remaining	evil	spirits.	Next,	the	children	made	that	house	as	cheerful	as	it	had	previously	been	dreadful.						Vera	June	and	Eldon	grew	up	and	were	good	to	each	other,	and	one	day	they	left	that	place	to	raise	families	of	their	own.	They	loved	their	children	truly	and	were	good	neighbors,	always	at	each	other’s	houses	with	the	children	playing	together	and	shrieking	with	laughter.	Vera	June	never	forgot	about	the	green	creatures	of	the	
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forest,	and	though	she	often	walked	in	the	woods	when	she	felt	sad	or	troubled,	she	never	saw	them	again.	Sometimes	she	thought	she	saw	traces	of	where	they	might	have	been,	and	there	she	would	leave	a	small	gift	or	offering	that	they	might	find.						No	one	saw	her	teeth	again,	because	they	only	came	out	when	she	needed	them,	but	she	knew	they	were	there,	and	that	was	enough																																						
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